
SEPARATE AND EQUAL
Video Design



DISCLAIMER

The play Separate And Equal is an 
intense, racially-charged play 
involving multiple acts of race-
based violence and language. 

As such, the materials utilized in the 
production, from inspiration to final 
product, are sensitive, graphic, and 

offensive by their very nature. 

Viewer discretion is advised.



THE PLAY

• An interracial pickup basketball game in 1951 Birmingham 
becomes a stylized movement proxy for race relations history.

• Each drive stands as a metaphor for slavery, emancipation, 
sharecropping, voting rights, poll taxes, Jim Crow, and so on.

• Each player represents a position archetype based on 
legendary ballers: Professor, Enforcer, Trickster, Answer, Messiah, 
and Mascot.



THE CHALLENGES

• A complete production design (set, props, lights, sound, video, 
TD, ME, AE, VE).

• 75 seats in the round in a 25’ x 37’ black box, while adhering to 
fire code.

• Two runs: a week workshop in Tuscaloosa (Gallaway Theatre at 
UA), then a month-long run Off-Broadway (59E59 Theatre).

• Spec’ing equipment we don’t have (playback, systems 
integration, output, mounting hardware) on a limited budget 
($4000).

• Acquiring rights to historical pictures and shooting specific 
imagery.

• Achieving life-to-video timing synergy while working with 
evolving components (live actors, changing blocking, 
composer’s music).



INSPIRATION
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RESEARCH: ANTEBELLUM
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RESEARCH: POLL TAX



RESEARCH: KKK



RESEARCH: 
LYNCHING
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INTEGRATED SYSTEM DESIGN
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